Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Base Form (FORM 1)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

1. Name of property: 2. Location: 3. Local Reference Number:
Santa Fe ID &/A

Delgado Street Bridge Delgado Streatverthe Santa Fe River

Bridge # 4075 4. CountySanta Fe

5. Property yipe: ) ) . o
_ Building x_ Structure . I ) S, S ?:‘f 7 £t

23 S

__Site __ Object N i SO A ' A ;

6. Date of Survey:
08/12/2014evised 09/26/1

7.Previous Survey Date(s):
__Yes
_x_No previous survey

8. Name of ProjediiDRB
status review

9.Lat/Long
35.684462105.931145

10. Photo Information Negative Ldtegtbightonsulting View ofDeck, facing narth
Roll#:_Digital
Frame #N/A

11. Brief Description of the Property:

Constructed in 1928, the Delgado Street Bridge spans the Santa Fe River, connecting Canyon Road to Alameda S
appr ox i-Gdmng leritge is Adllé of a single concregirdeckpaayranged at a skew over the streambed. The gir
on reinforced concrete abutments with skewed wingwalls. The north end of the superstrsietellsitssonvbdstthe soul
end rests on diype casiteel rocker bearings, allowing thebge t o mov e Wividehdeck @trids kwe lares;
traffi-© Owide eoncrete ro2d®dy. The deck is framed by sturdy concrete posts and-faillhgo3tseamaditsolid
railing are ornamented with recessed stamgetdpanels. The railing continues along the radii of the curve, creating &
effect. All exposed concrete is finished wit hofthe utban
bridge design aesthetic of th@s192

12. Who uses the propertyPubliclocal street.
13. Construction Date:

Date:192728 pre- x __Known _ Estimated  Souréechival sources and newspaper accounts.
14. Setting:
~_Suburban  Rural _ VillageUrban If Urban:  Commercial __ IndustialResidential  Public
15. Relationship to Surroundings: x_ Similar ___ Dissimilar

CommentsBridge designsmgulato the distriashdSanta Fe.




HCPI Base Form (FORM 1) (Continued from other side)

16. Additional Perspectiyehotos, drawing, footprint, etc., indicate north arrow when possible)

~ North 17. Surveyor:

(your name, address, telephone number, and any g
affiliation)

Johnw.Murphey

Architectural Historian

FirstLight Consulting

5055777593
firstlightconsulting@gmail.com

For:Old Santa Fe Association and the City
Santa Fe

18. Owner (if known) and other
knowledgeable people:

N/A

Source2013Aerial Imagery

19. Is Property Endangered? __UnkmowNo__ Yes  How?

20. Significance to Current Communityx_Unknown _ Ne __ Low ___ Moderate High

Describe:

21. Other Significance or Information of Interest: (such as historical, legendary, structural, former ownership, etc.)
See Historical Overview.

22. National or State Register:

Is this property individually listed on a historic register? __ Unknown _Xx _No _ Yes
If yes: _ State __National

I f 6nod or unknown, do vyohbleforHistinge t hiNe _pxivesperty i s eligi
Why? N/A

23. National or State Historic District: —
Recommendefibr Contributing

statusto the City of Santa Fe

Is this property in a historic district? __ UnknownNo_ x_Yes : )
If yes: __ Ctuibuting _ Nomcontributing x_Unknown Downtown and Eastside Histor
District 08/24/2014
I f 6yesd, what i sx_ tState x nNatonealSanta Fet His®ric ®istrict r i{ct ?

24. Supplemental Forms:

__None x_HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2) __ Continuation Sheets, # pages:
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Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before camg#f@RM 2

HCPI No. District No. __ NRHP BRCB  Critdba

1. Name of property: 2. Location: 3. Local Reference Number
N/A

Delgado Street Bridge
Bridge # 4075

Delgado Streatver the 8nta Fe

River 4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS:

6. Visible Construction Material: 7. Number of Stories: _x_N/A
Number: _1 _ 11/2 _ 2
___Adobe __ Brick ___Composition _ Concrete: Block 21/2  Other:
8. Foundation: _x_N/A
___Concrete: __Concrete: ___Earth ___Masonry: __Not visible __ None
Cast Stone Poured Plaster Simulated __AtGrade __ Raised
Materials: __ Concrete __ Stone
__ Metal: __ Metal: _I: Meta ___Stone: Other:
Corrugated Structural -Crivhp Random Notes:Known Material: Concrete
Siding Ashlar 9. Roof: x_ N/A
Stone: T
Random ose: Stone: Stone: Tabular .
" Coursed " River Rock  Rusticated o Shepe: —Fle,‘t - Gabled.
__ Hipped __ Pyramidal
__Stucco __ Tile: __Vinyl ___Wood: Board ~ __Shed Other:
Clay Siding and Batten Pitch: _None __ Low
Wood: __Medium __ Steep
___Horizontal __ Wood: __Wood: __Wood: Shingle Features: __ Eave x_ Parapet
Siding Jacal Log Materials: x Asphglt ___Earth
__ Composition shingle __ MiefPressed
Wood: Tongue and Groove Other: __ Composition Roll __ Metal: Corrugated
T - __Metal: Standing Seam __ Met&rivhp
Known MateriaReinforcedCastConcrete ah-g:?: Terra Cotta __ Wood: Shingle
10. Windows x_N/A 11. Doors x_ N/A
12. Chimneys 13. Porches X _N/A
N/A Type: __ Entry ___Padidth
(describe whether interior or exterior and material) _ Fulwidth  Wrap

14. Other Significant FeatuMya\

15. Modifications: x__No known modtifitions

#1 Date: Knownx_ Estimated Source;




HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2) (Continued from other side)

16. Primary Architectural Style  __ Not Applicable

___Art Deco/Streamline Moderne __ athieal ___Mission Revival ___Pueblo __SpaniskPueblo Revival

___Bungalow/Craftsman ___International __ NeeClassical __Queen Anne ___Territorial

___Colonial Revival ___ltalianate __Northern NM ___RanchTerritorial Revival

___Folk Victorian __ Mediterranean__ Rairie __Spa@izonial __ Tudor Revival

Notes: OtherrA o0ci tyd de sulagnmhed%®0st hetic pop

17. Documents Available and Their Locations

New Mexico Historic Preservation Division Historic Preservation Division
407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236 Land Use Department

Santa Fe, NM 87501 City of Santa Fe

(505) 827-6320 200 Lincoln Avenue

Santa Fe, NM 87504
(505) 955-6605

SITE:

18. Attached or Associated Properties

Are associated properties eligible for listidgA

19.Site PlaniN/A

PLEASE INCLUDE:
- Footprint of building

- Porches and balconies
- Major landsqze features
- North arrow

- Associated properties
-Walls, fences, gates

- Nearby roads

- Driveways




Historic Cultural Properties InventdtZPl) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only:
HCPI No.

Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2
_ _NRHP _ SRCP Criteia_ A_ B_C_D

District No.

1. Name of property:

Delgado Street Bridge
Bridge # 4075

2. Location:

Delgado Streatver the Santa Fe
River

3. Local Reference Number
N/A

4. County: S#a Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

On September 30, 1904, citizens of Santa Fe gathered along the north bank of the Santa
Fe River to watch the ravaging waters of a torrential rain roar by. As reportdteby t
newspaper, the rain of that night and the day previous broke all records. Over the 24
hour period, 2.30 inches of precipitation fell continuousgending water barreling

R26Y

GKS OAGen&eROSanyaFe | G SNB I &

The raging waters had chewetlthe banks of the river, sending part of a
blacksmith shop downstream and tearing away the wingwalls of the recently completed
Don Gaspar Bridge. Farther upstream, the punishing river swept away several bridges,
including the Delgado Street Bridge thawkied Palace Avenue to Canyon (then Cafion)

Road.

The day after the flood, blame was aimed in all directions. Land owners with
property adjacent to the river were blamed for not complying with a 1903 city

2NRAY Il yOS NBIjdzA NA y 3

0 Kn§ tifeir pré@perty teJpraiect thieo NB | 1 & | (0 &

river bank. City officials were blamed for not cleaning out the river channel, as

& LINZ Y 4Couhy @ammissioner, Arthur Seligman, who toured the river that day said
O2y @A 0ia
the damage to the Don Gaspar Avenue bridge and take measures to rebuild the Delgado

Iy R

I'ty2y aUNBS

g2dA R Ot Sty

0 K Sounty Kvbuld prénfiptly repaft R I & & dzNXE

ONARISE dE

Yet it would take nearly 24 years for the county to make good on its promise to
rebuild the Delgado Street BridgWhen finished in 1928, the Delgado Street Bridge was
built to withstand all floods. But it was also designed to reflect a different Santa Fe than
what existed in 1904; a small town that had grown to almost a city, with a desire to
prove that it was modm in planning and infrastructure.

An Untamed River

Inc.1609m n

GKSYy 52y

t SRN2E RS tSNIfdlF>Y GKS ySgf .

royal province of New Mexico relocated the colonial capital from San Gabriel to Santa
Fe, the availability of watdrom the Rio Santa Feras a leading consideration in his

! santa Fe New Mexican, September 30, 1904, 1.

2 |bid.
% Ibid.



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2

HCPI No. District No. __ NRHP BRCB  Critdba

1. Name of property: 2. location: 3. Local Reference Number
N/A

Delgado Street Bridigridge #4075 Delgado Streatver the Santa Fe

River 4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

selection of future Santa FeA once wild river, th&io Santa Fprovidedsufficient
water for domestic use for a town to develop on the north side of its banks and an
agrarian area on its south side. For nearly three centuries, the river would act as a
demarcation between these two areas, with the south primarily in agricultura
production well into the early 2Dcentury.

The extension of Palace Avenue in the 1860s, and the construction of the first
Delgado Street Bridge in 1893, began to move residential development to the south side
of the river, changing the once agraritgeling of the area forevetBut occasional
torrential rains, which turned the river into a path of destruction, hindered development
along much of its coursén 1872, a particularly destructive flood swept away all of
{1 >5/6u I CSQa ¢ 2% KR NRAININReRSF KSR IG2 | aNBS
KAZFKDE

With combined increased population, additional water required and a need to
tame its flow,Rio Santa Fevas constricted in 1880 with the construction of Stone Dam,
creating an upstream impoundmén I YR (G KS OA (e Qa FTANRBRIG &a2dz2NDOS
the next decades, additional dams were built to increase water supply and suppress
flooding, but periodic heavy rains continued to take their toll on infrastructure along the
river.

OnMarch9,1908 (KS OA(d& LI aasSR Iy 2NRAYlIyOS (2
preventflooding and scouring of its banks. Until that time, as stated in the ordinance,
GUKS Odzad2yY wglae G2 dzasS GKS {lyidl CS wAiA@SNJ
thereby obstructing the stream and causing the waters to take diverse courses to the
RSGNRAYSY(d 27F |'The brdndnteicalledNd® thiSciyieBgiheer to survey
the river from Delgado Street downstream to the Rio Grande Railroad bridge for the
purpose of buildi@ S| NI K FyR NRO]l &adNHzOldzNBa aia2 02y ¥
OK I y §TBe omlihance would later lead to a provision that adjacent property owners
were required to build breakwaters to protect the river bank. Not every property owner
complied with the odinance before the calamitous flood of 1904, resulting inan S

4Paraphrasedfrom, Davi daKtaanmfee , RinsSer Park Channel , o National Reg
nomination, 2008, 8-14.
® Corrine P. Sze and Beverly Spears, Santa Fe Historic Neighborhood Study, 1988, 120.
® Ibid., paraphrased and Santa Fe New Mexican, August 20 1872,1.
; Santa Fe New Mexican, March 10, 1903, 10.
Ibid.



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2

HCPI No. District No. __ NRHP BRCB  Critdba

1. Name of property: 2. Location: 3. Local Reference Number
N/A

Delgado Street Bridigridge #4075 Delgado Streatver the Santa Fe

River 4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

A

AKIHLS OKFyyStz Htt26Ay3 (GKS LRE&SNFNY
2F GKS 52y DIF&LI NI . NAR3IS | yR ySINIe&

3T6RRERE &

RS&0NRe
After the flood, the city shifted its resources to build the breakwaters. By March

1905, the city had contracted with Encarnacion Barela, a local builder, to construct

continuous breakwates on the north bank between Delgado Street and the Don Gaspar

Bridge. The breakwater, as described in a newspaper account was to be a constructed of

OSRINJ LI2AaG4ax oNMzZAK YR ad2ySsy gAGK 02002y @22

the bank®®

Yet aday before the project was to start, the city council found the $500 secured
for the work was too little. At a March 1, 1905 city council meeting, the council
AYONRRAzOSR | daidNRy3de NBazfdziazy GGKFG GKS a.
f S & & ading tife pMjdet The resolution stated the $500 set aside for the project
gl & aoK2fte& AYyAadFFAOASYG G2 61 NMNThed GKS O2YY
O2dzy OAf 02y Of dzZRSR (KIFdG Ad 6l a 2yfte yIFddz2NIt 7
just ard proper that the Honorable Commissioners should join the public spirited
OAGAT Sya 2F GKA& LI I OS oK2 RITHESoursty2took A 6 SNI £ f &
up the matter four months later at a July 3, 1905 Board of County Commissioners
meeting, condzRAy 3 (GKS& O2dzZ R 2yfé& O2yaARSNJ dzy RSNJ |
FdzyRad |G (KS LINBaSyid GA%S¢ (2 O2yiNRO6dzGS (2

¢tKS OAGEeQa LR2NIXIe& UAYSR NBljdzSad F2NJ I RRAG
complicatedmanagement of the Santa Fe River anctitsssing and the lack of
resources to build infrastructure. The city itself, under authority of the Territory of New
Mexico, managed the river through its jurisdiction, yet the vehicular bridges spanning
the Rio Santa Fevere financed and maintained bydtSanta Fe County Board of County
Commissioners. Adding to the complexity, the river bank under local ordinance was the
responsibility of the adjacent property owner.

Santa Fe New Mexican, September 30, 1904, 1.
Santa Fe New Mexican, March 1, 1905, 1.
! Ibid.
2 Ibid.
' Ibid.
% santa Fe County, fJournal of Board of County Commissioners, Journal No.3, 1902-1908,0351.



LY I RRAGAZ2Y 0 S O linizd$axadl@ prapdct atfirs, MdhR 0 2 NE Qa
existentfederal aid, and the fact that all expenditures were controlled by the county
commissioners, infrastructure improvements were extremely limited as Santa Fe
O2YLISGSR gAGK GKS O2dzyieéeQa GKSY HH LINBOAYyGa

Aside from diect property taxes, the county could raise money through special
mill-rate taxesa charge of usually orAnth of a cent, but in some instances less. As an
example, in July 1905 the county passed a number ofratédl taxes to fund its

functions. The highst milkNJ ¢ S obn®dnmp LISNI R2€ I Nb & & | LILIK
t dzNLJ2 8Sazé¢ TF2ft26SR o0& &ASLINIGS bpnonnp GFESA
G/ 2dz2NIi Cdzy Rdé ¢KS t2¢Said YAfTf NFYGSa | LILINR OSF
GKS a9t /IlyREY 2 yWRSIa55 SGdkeOA Sy Oeé . NAR3IE Cdzy Rz ¢ ¢

(While not defined separately that year, past records indicated that earlier mill rates for
I &. NAR3IS Cdzy R¥ves BdnBhergd Was only approximatély $4,787.47
at the beginningf 1904 to be applied to all bridge construction and repair projects
throughout the county).’

Indifference and Lethargy

Six months after the flood, the Board of County Commissioners had not made good on

their promise to replace the Delgado Street arafiGn Road bridges. An editorial in the

Santa Fe New Mexicaiided the county for having the wherewithal to build two stone

bridgesc Don Gaspar Avenue and College Stig@tK G 6 SNB aY2ydzySyda G2
LINEANBAAAODS 02FNR 27F O2 dzAdidh toGebdvided A A 2 Y SNA I €
Delgado Street crossirf.

Two years later, the county had still not taken steps to replace the Delgado
Street Bridge. Locals, concerned because of the steep drop off, had erectedractwo
plank for use as a footbridge. Severaitedals in theSanta Fe New Mexican
complained about the lack of progress, justifying immediate attention to replace the
ONARISSE &4 a5S8f3IIR2 Ada 2yS 2F (RAyear2ad A YLIRZ2N
later, with still with no work initiated to replze the bridge, the newspaper called the
02FNR 2F 02YYAa4aA2ySNB GAYRAFTFSNBYGé | yR SEK
why should the county authorities worry as long as they are not inconvenienced
LISNE 2 f f e Ké

In 1910, with a new courthouse comepped, and a petition circulating to replace
the Delgado Street Bridge, an editorial in thanta Fe New Mexicatated there was
Gy2 FdzNIKSN) SEOdzaS RSflFLeAay3d G(GKS 02y aiNuzOiGAz2y
GKIFdG {Fydl CS RSHBRISRI ONEa dzo @EeSpitdiey i 1 6CS N
petition and protests, the county did not replace the bridge; it would take another 18
@8SIFNB F2NJ GKS aadzomadlydAalrf oNARISE (2 06S 0 dzA

5 |bid., 354.
% The rate for 1903, Ibid., 226.
7 Ibid., 262.
13 Santa Fe New Mexican, May 5, 1905, 2.
Santa Fe New Mexican, June 8, 1907, 2.
20 santa Fe New Mexican, December 30, 1908, 4.
2! santa Fe New Mexican, March 25, 1910, 4.



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Histaic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2

HCPI No. District No.

~ NRHP __ SRCP

Criteia_ A B C D

1. Name of property:

Delgado Street Bridgridge #4075

2. Location:

Delgado Streatver the Santa Fe

3. Local Reference Number
N/A

River 4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve98/2/2014, revised 09/26/20

Historical Overview
City Planning

¢CKS /AGeQa AYFTNI AGNHzOGdzNBEX Ay Of dzZRAY3I YIyl 3Sy
with statehood in 1912. That year, thenayorArthur Seligman, the same individual

who promised to replee the bridge in 1904, formed the Santa Fe Planning Commission

G2 RSEtAYSIGS GKS OAGeQa FdzidzNBE dzNBlFy 3INRBgGKAI
that W02lé|d emphasize its traditional architecture and preserve its historic meandering

streets:

Yetthe plan came with more progressive elements including the development of
parks and boulevards. One of theggrque del Riavould be a park following the river,
SEGSYRAY3A G2 YAtSa FTNRY (KS OAGé&Qa LizYLl K2d
intersected vith the Arroyo Mascaras at the westThe park would be flanked by
landscaped boulevards on both sides of the river, formingRthseo del Rjavith
I NI Fdzf t @8 RSaAaA3IYySR ONARISED 5SaLIAGS OAGAT Syac
enacted until the late1920s, and further enhanced by the New Deal in the 1930s, and
even then what was constructed was much less grand than what was originally
envisioned.

A year into the plan, Levi A. Hughes, a local wool buyer and First National Bank of
Santa Fe stockholdeapproached thé&oard of County Commissioners on June 5, 1913
with a petition to replace the Delgado Bridge. While the petition is recorded to have
Ay Of dzZRSR aA3ayl GdzZNSa FNRBY dal fFNHS ydzYoSNI 27
mandatory 400 audgraphs, resulting in the board only considering the request with no
action taken?* Under the state constitution, the Board of County Commissioners
required a petition signed by 400 registered tax payers, who in the document would
G LINI @ F 2 NE of@rRiryipiokeimé&nl.betore thgboard could even consider the
YEOGGSNY ! LILJ NBydate GKS LISGAGAZ2Y F2N) GKS 5S¢t =
requirement.

* David Kammer, 2008, 8-14.
% |bid.
sSanta Fe County, fAJournal of Board of1&dLUndylEHmmi ssioner



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, Ndexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2
__ NRCEfiReria SRCPB_C_ D

HCPI No. District No.

1. Name of property:

Delgado Street Bridigridge #4075

2. Location:

Delgado Streatver the Santa Fe
River

3. Local Reference Number
N/A

4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

Federal Aid

I F¥S¢ @SINB | FGSNIGKS OAGe o6S3ary G2 al gl 1Sy

source of funding became available for readated infrastructure. Up until the Federal
Aid Road Act of 1916, the federal governmentabastrated little interest in funding

adF3S KAIKgl & 02yaidNHzOGA2yd® ¢KS ! OG RA&GN
L2 Lddzf F GA2y S fFYR YlLad YR SEA&AGAY3TI NRIR VY
LINE2SO0GQa O02ai o ¢ equkd ©6rgadize a hohariZan Bighway Sa 6 S

commission and possess technical expertise to prepare surveys, plans and project
specifications for review by the Bureau of Public Roads.

The perennially strapped Santa Fe County jumped at the chance tofapply
federal aid, passing a resolution during a 1€iaunty Board of County Commissioners
Y S S i A y Japerateiwih th® Eederal Government and State of New Mexico for the
02y a0 NHZOGA2YZ AYLINROSYSYyild YR YIAYyGa8ylLyoOoSs

By doing so, the County agreed to adopt the standards of bridge construction
and maintenance used by the State Highway Departngentnove that would greatly
affect the construction and maintenance of bridges over the Santa Fe River up until the
presert. This included establishing a joint agreement in which the State Highway

zwS
b’) (et e]]

&\ Q—

27

| 2YYA&aaA2y ¢2dAd R aadzSNBAAS O2yadNHzOGA2Y S YI

within the county?® This involved paying the state highway engineer, then James A.
French, a civilrgineer with railroad and reclamation project experiena#o had

already been doing road design for the county, a regular contract paid through
warrants. While federal aid did help fund bridge construction in Santa Fe, it was directed
only to those struatres tied to a state or federal highway, such of the Bridge of the
Hidalgos on Grant Street. In this way, it did little to solve the quandary of rebuilding the
Delgado Street other locaise bridges over the Santa Fe River.

In 1917, James A. French wadied by the county to design a replacement for
the longremoved Delgado Street crossing. By August he had completed plans for the
bridge?” The county took no action on it until a year later, when a second set of
drawings was completed in April 1918. Tater set included two versions of a graceful

% |pid., 364.
% bid., 365.
27 santa Fe New Mexican, August 7, 1917, 3.



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2)

Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

For HPD Office use only: Please completdCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2
HCPI No. District No. ~ NRHP  3RCB Critdia
1. Name of property: 2. Location: 3. Local Reference Number
N/A
Delgado Street Bridigridge #4075 gzie\llg?do Streatver the Santa Fe 4. County: Santa Fe
5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

closeda LI} Yy RNBEf O2yONBGS I NOK Oo6NARR3IS 2F | aay3as
earlier 20" City Beautiful movement, and may have been too grand for the setting.

The county took up the issue again in the summer of 1918, advertising for bids to
build the bridge. At a special meeting on Saturday, July 18, 1918, the board postponed
further action on the bridge until French could review the proposals. Because of an
undisclosed reason, the county did not act upon the bids, and returned the surety
money to the contractors in Augu&t.

The bridge did not come up again until the last meetifithe year, in which the
outgoing members deferred the matter to the incoming Board of County Commissioners
of 1919. The new board did not take up the Delgado Street Bridge in 1919, but instead
directed their attention to a petition to build a bridge &rant Street Bridge the Bridge
of Hidalgos; over Arroyo Mascaras, a petitiothat came with required 400 signaturés.
Being situated on a designated state highway it was eligible for federal aid as it would
benefit not only Santa Fe but also, asthedRR y 2 1 SRX G KS ay 2 NI KSNYy LJ
Ozdzyié I yR 2 i KSNEBub2alryith fedetal a®l, whichkw& adl (S o¢
I dzZ3YSyiSR o6& | &LSOALt o YAftaé GIE GKIG &¢
funds to build the Grant Street structuféWith this competition for limited county
money, and no chance of gaining federal, the Delgado Street crossing and other local
bridges would have to wait again almost another ten years to be constructed.

A Promise Fulfilled

In the mid1920s, the City of Samt-e began a major improvement program of
beautification and infrastructure development that have influence on building its
delinquent bridges. The city had grown rapidly during the 1920s through migration and
annexation, doubling in population from 1916 1930, and began to seek civic
improvements that were part of any modern city. During the late 1920s, the city council
introduced numerous new ordinances, including those instituting sanitation controls,
building permits and parking regulations, for tpisrpose® The larger effort was to

2 santa Fe County, fournal of Board of County Commissioners, Journal No. 4, 1909-1921,0464.
29 |pid, 521.

%0 |pid.

%1 bid., 518.

%2 City of Santa Fe, fiCity Council Minutes,01924 to 1927, Reel 24.
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HCPI No. District No. ~ NRHP  3RCB Critdia

1. Name of property: 2. Location: 3. Local Reference Number
N/A

Delgado Street Bridigridge #4075 Delgado Stetover the Santa Fe

River 4. County: Santa Fe

5. Date of Surve§8/12/2014, revised 09/26/2(

Historical Overview

develop modern infrastructure to facilitate growth and efficiency. This included an
SELSyaypS26iNiyS 2F aSeSNEZ¢ LI SR &aiNBSiasz
always, improving the river. These were financed through bond issues and special

property assessments, many which were protested during city council meéfifige

program included, astated in theSanta Fe New Mexican a¢ O2 y a 1 NUzOG A2y 2 F LJ
bridges and the opening of the river drives which is such an attractive feature in every

Ox &'t ¢

But while the council supported a Street and Bridge Committee, they were
nearly powerlessinrégNR (12 o6dzAif RAy3a oNAR3IASa Ff2y3 (GKS
authority over these crossings. At a city council meeting on January 13, 1927, the body
O2dzZA R 2yfeée | LIWINRBGS || $22RSYy F2200NAR3IS G 5S¢
attending the Canyondad School who were obliged to cross the river several times a
day, as well as to the taxpayers on Alameda and Delgado Streets and other streets in
QKFG 20Kt Al0e vé

Delgado Street area residents sent a new petition toBoard of County
Commissionersat finally make good on their promise to rebuild the bridge. At an August
26, 1926, Board of County Commissioners meeting, Clarence J. Roberts, an attorney
living at 116 Delgado Street, delivered a petition with the required 400 signatures to
replace the bidge. (Another petition of 400 signatures was submitted that evening to
rebuild the Palace Avenue Bridg@)fter consideration, the board approved $15,000 to
build three bridges over the Santa Fe River, including the Delgado Street structure. The
board bdieved the money could be raised with three $5,000 levies applied over three
years, to a total of $15,000. With this blind confidence, it directed the state highway
SYaAySSNI a2 AYYSRAFGStE& LINBLINB LXIya |yR &

Four monthdater, the Board again took up the bridge replacement projects.
They established that sufficient funds had been secured through the first levy to build
one bridgeg the Palace Avenue span. They authorized the usual course of action in
which the state highay department would advertise the project, supervise the letting

33 :
Ibid.

% Santa Fe New Mexican, October 17, 1927, n. pag.

% City of Santa Fe, fCity Council Minutes, January 13, 1927,0Reel 24.

23 Santa Fe C o u n tlogrnal af Board of County Commissioners No. 6, 1923-1926,0371.
Ibid.
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of bids, and its constructioff. This represented the last action thfe Board of County
Commissioners of 1926. As in the past, they forwarded the Delgado Street Bridge issue
G2 GKS ySEG @SIFENR& AyO2YAy3a 062F NR®

At the first meeting of the Board of County Commissioners on January 3, 1927,
as the new commissioners were swidn, Clarence J. Roberts (this time accompanied by
George Mignardot, a prominent merchant, and William Rose, a deputy clerk for the U.S.
Federal Court), reminded the board of their obligation. In response, the commissioners
YIRS | LINR YA &G GIKS FiF I (2 LIKSNIodeyANG @ ¢ G KS OKI y
June, they would include $10,000 in the annual budget for the bridge, continuing that
0KSe dag¢g2dAf R dzasS SOSNEB STF2NI G2 3ISE alFAR fS¢
power, if the budget allo@nce were improved, to construct the bridge at the earliest
GAYS L#aarot So¢

Limping along with the small levy funding inherited from the former board, the
new commissioners, at their next meeting in February, authorized a special bridge fund.
They hadapproached the president of the First National Bank of Santa Fe, who
SELINB&a&aSR aoArftAyadySaaé (2 Sadlofrak | 21y
Bridge® The Delgado Street Bridge still remained to be funded. Finally, with the loan
program appoved by the state comptroller, the Board of County Commissioners
worked with the highway department to advertise bids for the now almost forgotten
Delgado, Cafion and Hancock street bridges.

At their August 9, 1927 meeting, the board considered a biohftloe Levy
Construction Company of Denver, the contractor for the Palace Avenue Bridge and a
major bridgebuilding firm working throughout the Southwest. The firm proposed two
bids. One was a unit price for each bridge, with the Delgado at $7,012.50, and a
combined package of $17,047.50, which represented an approximately 9% savings on
each structure'

% |pid., 410

®santa Fe Jaumalof Baard of Lounty Commissioners No. 7, 1927-1929,09.
“9'Ibid., 18.

“1 |bid., 147.
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The board took no action on theqposal until October. In between then, arose a

friction between the contractor and the highway department over the construction of

the Palace Avenue Bridge. This tension became apparent at the October 11, 1927 Board
of County Commissioners meeting, whére tcommissioners considered a revised bid

from the contractor to build the Delgado Street Bridge.

In a September 27, 1927 letter, J. M. Muier of the Levy Construction Company
tried to explain the change order for the Palace Avenue Bridge, which woold gty
to the Delgado Bridge. According to his explanation, state highway bridge engineer E. B.
+y RS DNBeéy KIR NBIdZANBR aOlFaid aisSsSt NRO] SN
span, which increased the cost of the project by $190.95. The state en@iseer OK | y 3 S
arose from an issue of settlement at the abutments, which caused cracking in the Palace
| @Sy dzS . NAR3ISQa o0SlIFYad 5SalLAGS GKAEA FElFox (K
RARY QG &aSS adKS ySOSaaride TaMNW GkrRAZIFRRXZ2ERAY K
dzy RSNE Gl YR K26 (KA& ¢ Zldzspie olhi iNd<Drationiither § O2 Yy RA
Board approved the bid for the Delgado Bridgeb6,136.20 with $190.95 for the
additional design recommended by the highway departmnt.

Bridge Dsign

Construction of the Delgado Street Bridge began in-@atlober 1927. For the crossing,

the contractor, with input from the highway department, selected a concrete deck

girder design. Coming into general use in the 1920s, the reinforcedgistd piovided

'y AYSELISYyairAgsS YSiK2R G2 ONBFGS | wp (G2 npQ

Early concrete girders consisted simply of stdmdms encased in concrete. This
primitive reinforcement system was shdived, as the concrete had a tendency to crack
and peel awayrom the beams. With the introduction of reinforcing rods and stirrups,
the deckgirder became a popular design for short and medium spans of crossings with

%2 |bid, 154 and 155.

43TheHancockStreetBridgeon(:e stood on what is today Sandoval Street.
the Delgado Street Bridge. Like the Delgado span, its construction was much delayed, with petitioners

having to remind the Santa Fe Board of Commissioners to make good on their promise at a September 8,

1928 meeting, two years after they had submitted their petition. Sant a Fe Count vy, AJournnal of
County Commissioners No. 7,1927-1 929, 6 230.
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sufficient stream clearanc&.Unlike the earlier bridges built over the river, the concrete
girder permitted an unsupported span, free of a pier that could catch debris during
flooding.

The selected hand railing was a sturdytpasd-rail design. Signifying the urban
ambition of the program, the posts and rails were enhanced with recessed stamped
panels and chamfered edges. Following the aesthetic of urban bridges of the period, the
railing continued beyond the deck, tracing tralii of the wingwalls to create a
gatewaylike approach.

The bridge was finished by March 1928 at its original proposed cost of $8,130.
A photograph of the completed structure appeared in the March 1928 issue ddine
Mexico Journalunder the bannett { | yil CS A& 5S@St #Mey 3 wl LA R
24 years of stubborn delay, the city received its substantial bridge at Delgado Street.

Analysis of Historical Status

Constructed in 19228, the Delgado Stredridge ighe oldest surviving vehitar span
over the Santa FRiver Its distinct railing is indicative of a City Beautiful appearance
that Santa Fe sought in the 1920s, as it evolved from a provincial colonial town to a
modern town. The bridge has experienced virtually no alteration. Tégaldo Street

Bridge was determined eligible for the National Register Historic Places in 1987, as part
of a New Mexico Department of Transportation statewide bridge suftey.

For these reasons, the Delgado Street Bridge meets the complete definiteon of
Contributing Structure, and is recommended fibis status to the Downtown Eastside
Historic District:

“John W Mur phey, iTexas Hi st or i-TeussBStructdrgsel900-4 980t or AusSunvey
Texas Department of Transportation, 1999.

> Santa Fe New Mexican, October 17, 1927, n. pag.

46 Advertisement, New Mexico Highway Journal, March 1928, 33.

* Steven R. Rae, Joseph E. King, Donald R. Mbhelexico HistoriBridge Surveyl987,52
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& Istructure located ina historic district, approximately fifty years old or older that

helps to establish and maintain the character of that historic district. Although a

contributing structuras not unique in itself, it adds to the historic associations or

historic architectiral design qualities that are significant for a district. €batributing

structuremay have had minaalteration o6dzi AGa Ay GSaINRGE NBYlIAya
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Figurel: Hevation and Girder Design, August, 2014 (Courtesy Graciela Tome)

Figure 2:Deck and Railing Plan View, August, 2014(Courtesy Graciela Tome)
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“Canyon Road Bridge, Santa Fe,” 1928.

New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Photograph Collection, Image No. 74006
Box SN 24203, folder 283 to 300

Courtesy of the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives

1205 Camino Carlos Rey, Sante Fe, New Mexico 87507

NOTICE: This Material May Be Protected By Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. Code)

Figure 3. Downstream, West, elevation, looking southeast, March 1928urtesy New
Mexico State Achives, Sue Barton Collectipn
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“300-2 R.W.B. Mar.’28. Canyon Rd. Br. Santa Fe”

New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Photography Collection, Image No. 74007
Box SN 24203, folder 283-300

Courtesy of the New Mexico State Records Center and Archives

1205 Camino Carlo Rey, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

NOTICE: This Material May Be Protected By Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. Code)

Figure 4. Completed Bridgesouth approach, looking north, March 1948ourtesy New
Mexico State Achives, Sue Barton Collectidn
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