
Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Base Form (FORM 1) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

 
For HPD Office use only:  
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Delgado Street Bridge/   
Bridge # 4075 

2. Location:  
 
Delgado Street over the Santa Fe River  

3. Local Reference Number: 
Santa Fe ID #: N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 
 

5. Property Type: 
_  Building   _x_ Structure 
__ Site          __ Object 
 

                                                   

6. Date of Survey: 
 08/12/2014, revised 09/26/14 
 

7. Previous Survey Date(s): 
___Yes:  
_x_No previous survey 
 

8. Name of Project: HDRB 
status review 
 

9. Lat/Long:  

35.684462, -105.931145 

10. Photo Information                              Negative Location: FirstLight Consulting                View of: Deck, facing north. 
     Roll #:__Digital____________            
     Frame #:_N/A________________ 

11. Brief Description of the Property:   
 

Constructed in 1927-28, the Delgado Street Bridge spans the Santa Fe River, connecting Canyon Road to Alameda Street. The 
approximately 40ô-6ò-long bridge is made of a single concrete deck-girder span, arranged at a skew over the streambed. The girders rest 
on reinforced concrete abutments with skewed wingwalls. The north end of the superstructure sits on cast-steel plates, while the south 
end rests on pin-type cast-steel rocker bearings, allowing the bridge to move with settlement. The 23ô-5ò-wide deck carries two lanes of 
traffic over a 22ô-00ò-wide concrete roadway. The deck is framed by sturdy concrete posts and railing. The unit-built posts and solid 
railing are ornamented with recessed stamped concrete panels. The railing continues along the radii of the curve, creating a gateway 
effect. All exposed concrete is finished with a 1ò chamfered edge. In appearance, the structure presents an unaltered vision of the urban 
bridge design aesthetic of the 1920s.  
 

12. Who uses the property?   Public, local street. 

13. Construction Date: 
 
   Date: 1927-28  pre-_x__Known    _ __ Estimated      Source: Archival sources and newspaper accounts. 

14. Setting:  
__ Suburban   __ Rural   __ Village  _ _ Urban        If  Urban: __ Commercial __ Industrial _x_ Residential __Public 

15. Relationship to Surroundings:      _x_ Similar    __ Dissimilar 
 
   Comments: Bridge design is singular to the district and Santa Fe.  
 



 
HCPI Base Form (FORM 1)                          (Continued from other side) 

16. Additional Perspective: (Photos, drawing, footprint, etc., indicate north arrow when possible) 

  ̂  North                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 2013 Aerial Imagery  
     
 

17. Surveyor:  
(your name, address, telephone number, and any group 
affiliation) 

John W. Murphey  
Architectural Historian  
FirstLight Consulting 
505-577-7593 
firstlightconsulting@gmail.com  
For: Old Santa Fe Association and the City of 
Santa Fe 
 
 

18. Owner (if known) and other 
knowledgeable people: 
 
 
N/A 
 

19. Is Property Endangered?           __ Unknown  _x_ No  __ Yes      How? 
 
 

20. Significance to Current Community:      _x_ Unknown  __ None  __ Low  __ Moderate  _x_ High 
 
  Describe:  
 

21. Other Significance or Information of Interest:  (such as historical, legendary, structural, former ownership, etc.) 
       See Historical Overview.  

22. National or State Register: 
 
 Is this property individually listed on a historic register?  __  Unknown  _x _  No  __Yes 
                                                                                        If yes: __State          _ _ National 
 
 If ónoô or unknown, do you think this property is eligible for listing?       __ No   __xYes 
            Why? N/A 
 

23. National or State Historic District: 
 
  Is this property in a historic district?     __ Unknown    _ _ No     _x_ Yes 
                                                      If yes:     __ Contributing  _ _ Non-contributing   _x_ Unknown 
 
  If ôyesõ, what is the name of the district?  _x__ State   _x_ National  Santa Fe Historic District  
 

24. Supplemental Forms: 
 
   __ None   _x_ HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)     __ Continuation Sheets, # pages: _______________ 
 

 
 

Recommended for Contributing 
status to the City of Santa Fe 
Downtown and Eastside Historic 
District, 08/24/2014 
 

   

mailto:firstlightconsulting@gmail.com


Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

 
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Delgado Street Bridge/   
Bridge # 4075 

2. Location:  
 
Delgado Street over the Santa Fe 
River 

3. Local Reference Number 
N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 
 

5. Date of Survey: 08/12/2014, revised 09/26/2014 

ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 

6. Visible Construction Material: 
 
__ Adobe            __ Brick               __ Composition           __ Concrete: Block 
 
__ Concrete:      __Concrete:         __ Earth                        __ Masonry: 
     Cast Stone         Poured                 Plaster                          Simulated 
 
__ Metal:             __ Metal:              __ Metal:                      __ Stone: 
     Corrugated         Structural            V-Crimp                        Random  
                                 Siding                                                        Ashlar 
     Stone: 
__ Random         __ Stone:             __Stone:                      __ Stone: Tabular 
     Coursed              River Rock         Rusticated 
                                   
__Stucco           __ Tile:                 __ Vinyl                        __ Wood: Board                         
                                  Clay                     Siding                         and Batten   
     Wood:                  
__ Horizontal      __ Wood:            __ Wood:                     __ Wood: Shingle 
     Siding                  Jacal                   Log 
 
__ Wood: Tongue and Groove                        ___ Other:             

             
Known Material: Reinforced Cast Concrete  
 

7. Number of Stories:       _x_ N/A 

           Number:  __1   __11/2  __ 2 
                            __ 21/2    Other:_________ 

8. Foundation:         _x_ N/A 

             __Not visible __ None  
             __ At Grade    __ Raised 
Materials: __ Concrete __ Stone 
Other: ______________ 
Notes: Known Material: Concrete  

9. Roof:               _x_ N/A 

Shape: __Flat       __ Gabled 

             __ Hipped __ Pyramidal 
             __ Shed    Other: 
Pitch:   __ None     __ Low 
              __ Medium __ Steep 
Features: __ Eave _x_ Parapet 
Materials: _x Asphalt __ Earth 
__ Composition shingle __ Metal: Pressed  
__ Composition Roll __ Metal: Corrugated 
__ Metal: Standing Seam __ Metal: V- Crimp 
__ Tile: Terra Cotta  __ Wood: Shingle 
Other:  

10. Windows                              _x_ N/A 
 

11. Doors                             _x_ N/A 
 
 

12. Chimneys  
N/A 
(describe whether interior or exterior and material)  

13. Porches        _x _ N/A 
Type:     __ Entry          __Partial-Width 
              __  Full-Width __ Wrap 

14. Other Significant Features N/A 
 

15. Modifications:              _x_ No known modifications 
 
#1  Date:_  Known x_ Estimated _  Source:  _   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HCPI Detail Form (FORM 2)                          (Continued from other side) 
16. Primary Architectural Style              __ Not Applicable 

 
__ Art Deco/Streamline Moderne       __ Gothic Revival            __ Mission Revival            __ Pueblo                       __ Spanish-Pueblo Revival 
 
__ Bungalow/Craftsman                     __ International                 __ Neo-Classical               __ Queen Anne              __ Territorial 
 
__ Colonial Revival                             __ Italianate                        __ Northern NM               __ Ranch                         __ Territorial Revival 
 
__ Folk Victorian                                 __ Mediterranean              __ Prairie                           __ Spanish-Colonial      __ Tudor Revival 
 
Notes:                                                                                                                                         Other:  A òcityó design aesthetic popular in the 1920s. 
 

17. Documents Available and Their Locations 
 

New Mexico Historic Preservation Division          Historic Preservation Division 
407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236   Land Use Department 
Santa Fe, NM 87501     City of Santa Fe 
(505) 827-6320     200 Lincoln Avenue 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 
(505) 955-6605  

 

 S I T E :  
 

18. Attached or Associated Properties 

Are associated properties eligible for listing?  N/A 

19.Site Plan:  N/A 
 
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                           PLEASE INCLUDE: 
                                                                                                                                           - Footprint of building 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Porches and balconies 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Major landscape features 
                                                                                                                                                                             - North arrow 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Associated properties 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Walls, fences, gates 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Nearby roads 
                                                                                                                                                                             - Driveways 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Historic Cultural Properties Inventory (HCPI) Detail Form (FORM 2) 
Historic Preservation Division, New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs 

 
For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Delgado Street Bridge/   
Bridge # 4075 

2. Location:  
 
Delgado Street over the Santa Fe 
River 

3. Local Reference Number 
N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 
 

5. Date of Survey: 08/12/2014, revised 09/26/2014 

Historical Overview 
 

 
On September 30, 1904, citizens of Santa Fe gathered along the north bank of the Santa 
Fe River to watch the ravaging waters of a torrential rain roar by. As reported by the 
newspaper, the rain of that night and the day previous broke all records. Over the 24-
hour period, 2.30 inches of precipitation fell continuously,1 sending water barreling 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ τ the Rio Santa Fe. 

 
The raging waters had chewed at the banks of the river, sending part of a 

blacksmith shop downstream and tearing away the wingwalls of the recently completed 
Don Gaspar Bridge. Farther upstream, the punishing river swept away several bridges, 
including the Delgado Street Bridge that linked Palace Avenue to Canyon (then Cañon) 
Road.  

 
The day after the flood, blame was aimed in all directions. Land owners with 

property adjacent to the river were blamed for not complying with a 1903 city 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜǊŜŎǘ άōǊŜŀƪǿŀǘŜǊǎέ ŀƭƻng their property to protect the 
river bank. City officials were blamed for not cleaning out the river channel, as 
άǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΦέ2 County Commissioner, Arthur Seligman, who toured the river that day said 
ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ county would promptly repair 
the damage to the Don Gaspar Avenue bridge and take measures to rebuild the Delgado 
ŀƴŘ /ŀƴƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΦέ3  

 
Yet it would take nearly 24 years for the county to make good on its promise to 

rebuild the Delgado Street Bridge. When finished in 1928, the Delgado Street Bridge was 
built to withstand all floods. But it was also designed to reflect a different Santa Fe than 
what existed in 1904; a small town that had grown to almost a city, with a desire to 
prove that it was modern in planning and infrastructure.  

 
An Untamed River  
 
In c.1609-млΣ ǿƘŜƴ 5ƻƴ tŜŘǊƻ ŘŜ tŜǊŀƭǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ 
royal province of New Mexico relocated the colonial capital from San Gabriel to Santa 
Fe, the availability of water from the Rio Santa Fe was a leading consideration in his  

                                                 
1
 Santa Fe New Mexican, September 30, 1904, 1.  

2
 Ibid. 

3
 Ibid.  
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For HPD Office use only:                           Please complete HCPI FORM 1 before completing FORM 2 
 HCPI No.__________             District No.________                                            ___NRHP  ___SRCP      Criteria __A __B __C __D 

1. Name of property:  
 
Delgado Street Bridge/Bridge #4075  

2. Location:  
 
Delgado Street over the Santa Fe 
River 

3. Local Reference Number 
N/A 

4. County: Santa Fe 
 
 

5. Date of Survey: 08/12/2014, revised 09/26/2014 

Historical Overview 
 
selection of future Santa Fe.4 A once wild river, the Rio Santa Fe provided sufficient 
water for domestic use for a town to develop on the north side of its banks and an 
agrarian area on its south side. For nearly three centuries, the river would act as a 
demarcation between these two areas, with the south primarily in agricultural 
production well into the early 20th century.  

 
The extension of Palace Avenue in the 1860s, and the construction of the first 

Delgado Street Bridge in 1893, began to move residential development to the south side 
of the river, changing the once agrarian feeling of the area forever.5 But occasional 
torrential rains, which turned the river into a path of destruction, hindered development 
along much of its course. In 1872, a particularly destructive flood swept away all of 
{ŀƴǘŀ CŜΩǎ ǿŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻǘōǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǎǿŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ άǊŜŜŦ-like front six feet 
ƘƛƎƘΦέ6  

 
With combined increased population, additional water required and a need to 

tame its flow, Rio Santa Fe was constricted in 1880 with the construction of Stone Dam, 
creating an upstream impoundmenǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ hǾŜǊ 
the next decades, additional dams were built to increase water supply and suppress 
flooding, but periodic heavy rains continued to take their toll on infrastructure along the 
river.   

 
On March 9, 1903Σ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ Ŧƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ 

prevent flooding and scouring of its banks. Until that time, as stated in the ordinance, 
άǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ώǿŀǎϐ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜΧ 
thereby obstructing the stream and causing the waters to take diverse courses to the 
ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦέ7 The ordinance called for the city engineer to survey 
the river from Delgado Street downstream to the Rio Grande Railroad bridge for the 
purpose of buildinƎ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ άǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦέ8 The ordinance would later lead to a provision that adjacent property owners 
were required to build breakwaters to protect the river bank. Not every property owner 
complied with the ordinance before the calamitous flood of 1904, resulting in an S- 

                                                 
4
 Paraphrased from, David Kammer, ñSanta Fe River Park Channel,ò National Register of Historic Places 

nomination, 2008, 8-14.  
5
 Corrine P. Sze and Beverly Spears, Santa Fe Historic Neighborhood Study, 1988, 120.  

6
 Ibid., paraphrased and Santa Fe New Mexican, August 20 1872,1. 

7
 Santa Fe New Mexican, March 10, 1903, 10. 

8
 Ibid.  
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Historical Overview 
 
 

ǎƘŀǇŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ άǘƻ ǎǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭǎέ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴ DŀǎǇŀǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƛǘΦέ9  

 
After the flood, the city shifted its resources to build the breakwaters. By March 

1905, the city had contracted with Encarnacion Barela, a local builder, to construct 
continuous breakwaters on the north bank between Delgado Street and the Don Gaspar 
Bridge. The breakwater, as described in a newspaper account was to be a constructed of 
ŎŜŘŀǊ ǇƻǎǘǎΣ ōǊǳǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǘǘƻƴǿƻƻŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ мнΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ 
the bank.10  

 
Yet a day before the project was to start, the city council found the $500 secured 

for the work was too little. At a March 1, 1905 city council meeting, the council 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƴƻ 
ƭŜǎǎέ ƛƴ Ŧǳnding the project.11 The resolution stated the $500 set aside for the project 
ǿŀǎ άǿƘƻƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎΦέ12 The 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
just and proper that the Honorable Commissioners should join the public spirited 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦέ13 The county took 
up the matter four months later at a July 3, 1905 Board of County Commissioners 
meeting, conclǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀŘǾƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ14 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ǘƛƳŜŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ-

complicated management of the Santa Fe River and its crossing and the lack of 
resources to build infrastructure. The city itself, under authority of the Territory of New 
Mexico, managed the river through its jurisdiction, yet the vehicular bridges spanning 
the Rio Santa Fe were financed and maintained by the Santa Fe County Board of County 
Commissioners. Adding to the complexity, the river bank under local ordinance was the 
responsibility of the adjacent property owner.  

 

                                                 
9
 Santa Fe New Mexican, September 30, 1904, 1. 

10
 Santa Fe New Mexican, March 1, 1905, 1.  

11
 Ibid.  

12
 Ibid. 

13
 Ibid.  

14
 Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of County Commissioners, Journal No.3, 1902-1908,ò 351. 



Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ limited taxable property, at first, non-
existent federal aid, and the fact that all expenditures were controlled by the county 
commissioners, infrastructure improvements were extremely limited as Santa Fe 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ нн ǇǊŜŎƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ  

 
Aside from direct property taxes, the county could raise money through special 

mill-rate taxes, a charge of usually one-tenth of a cent, but in some instances less. As an 
example, in July 1905 the county passed a number of mill-rate taxes to fund its 
functions. The highest mill-ǊŀǘŜ όϷлΦлмр ǇŜǊ ŘƻƭƭŀǊύ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ά¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 
tǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ϷлΦллр ǘŀȄŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅέ ŀƴŘ 
ά/ƻǳǊǘ CǳƴŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ Ƴƛƭƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άwƻŀŘ CǳƴŘέ ŀǘ ϷлΦллмΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ά9ƭ /ŀƳƛƴƻ wŜŀƭ CǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ά5ŜŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ CǳƴŘΣέ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘƛŦǳƭ ϷлΦлллрΦ15 
(While not defined separately that year, past records indicated that earlier mill rates for 
ŀ ά.ǊƛŘƎŜ CǳƴŘέ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǘ ϷлΦллоΦ16 Even then, there was only approximately $4,787.47 
at the beginning of 1904 to be applied to all bridge construction and repair projects 
throughout the county).17  

 
Indifference and Lethargy 
 
Six months after the flood, the Board of County Commissioners had not made good on 
their promise to replace the Delgado Street and Cañon Road bridges. An editorial in the 
Santa Fe New Mexican chided the county for having the wherewithal to build two stone 
bridges ς Don Gaspar Avenue and College Street ς ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ άƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΣέ ōǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƴƻ action to rebuild the 
Delgado Street crossing.18  
 

Two years later, the county had still not taken steps to replace the Delgado 
Street Bridge. Locals, concerned because of the steep drop off, had erected a two-inch 
plank for use as a footbridge. Several editorials in the Santa Fe New Mexican 
complained about the lack of progress, justifying immediate attention to replace the 
ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ŀǎ ά5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦέ19 A year 
later, with still with no work initiated to replace the bridge, the newspaper called the 
ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ άƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ άƭŜǘƘŀǊƎȅΣέ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΥ ά.ǳǘ 
why should the county authorities worry as long as they are not inconvenienced 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΚέ20   

 
In 1910, with a new courthouse completed, and a petition circulating to replace 

the Delgado Street Bridge, an editorial in the Santa Fe New Mexican stated there was 
άƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŘŜƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜΣέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦέ21 Despite the 
petition and protests, the county did not replace the bridge; it would take another 18 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜέ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘΦ 
 

                                                 
15

 Ibid., 354.  
16

 The rate for 1903, Ibid., 226.  
17

 Ibid., 262.  
18

 Santa Fe New Mexican, May 5, 1905, 2. 
19

 Santa Fe New Mexican, June 8, 1907, 2. 
20

 Santa Fe New Mexican, December 30, 1908, 4. 
21

 Santa Fe New Mexican, March 25, 1910, 4. 
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City Planning  
 
¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
with statehood in 1912. That year, then-mayor Arthur Seligman, the same individual 
who promised to replace the bridge in 1904, formed the Santa Fe Planning Commission 
ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άŎƛǘȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ 
that would emphasize its traditional architecture and preserve its historic meandering 
streets.22  
 

Yet the plan came with more progressive elements including the development of 
parks and boulevards. One of these, Parque del Rio, would be a park following the river, 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǳƳǇ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ 
intersected with the Arroyo Mascaras at the west.23 The park would be flanked by 
landscaped boulevards on both sides of the river, forming the Paseo del Rio, with 
ŀǊǘŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
enacted until the late 1920s, and further enhanced by the New Deal in the 1930s, and 
even then what was constructed was much less grand than what was originally 
envisioned.  

 
A year into the plan, Levi A. Hughes, a local wool buyer and First National Bank of 

Santa Fe stockholder, approached the Board of County Commissioners on June 5, 1913 
with a petition to replace the Delgado Bridge. While the petition is recorded to have 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ άŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘŀȄ ǇŀȅŜǊǎΣέ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
mandatory 400 autographs, resulting in the board only considering the request with no 
action taken.24 Under the state constitution, the Board of County Commissioners 
required a petition signed by 400 registered tax payers, who in the document would 
άǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊέ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ of an improvement, before the board could even consider the 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎ 
requirement. 

 
 
 

                                                 
22

 David Kammer, 2008, 8-14.  
23

 Ibid.  
24

 Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of County Commissioners, Journal No.4, 1909-1921,ò 155. 
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Federal Aid 
 
! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ άŀǿŀƪŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
source of funding became available for road-related infrastructure. Up until the Federal 
Aid Road Act of 1916, the federal government demonstrated little interest in funding 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ !Ŏǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀƴŘ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ рл҈ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŎƻǎǘΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƛŘΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ required to organize a non-partisan highway 
commission and possess technical expertise to prepare surveys, plans and project 
specifications for review by the Bureau of Public Roads.  
 
 The perennially strapped Santa Fe County jumped at the chance to apply for 
federal aid, passing a resolution during a 1917 County Board of County Commissioners 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ άǘƻ Ŏƻ-operate with the Federal Government and State of New Mexico for the 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ25  
 

By doing so, the County agreed to adopt the standards of bridge construction 
and maintenance used by the State Highway Department ς a move that would greatly 
affect the construction and maintenance of bridges over the Santa Fe River up until the 
present. This included establishing a joint agreement in which the State Highway 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊέ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ 
within the county.26 This involved paying the state highway engineer, then James A. 
French, a civil engineer with railroad and reclamation project experience, who had 
already been doing road design for the county, a regular contract paid through 
warrants. While federal aid did help fund bridge construction in Santa Fe, it was directed 
only to those structures tied to a state or federal highway, such of the Bridge of the 
Hidalgos on Grant Street. In this way, it did little to solve the quandary of rebuilding the 
Delgado Street other local-use bridges over the Santa Fe River. 
 

In 1917, James A. French was directed by the county to design a replacement for 
the long-removed Delgado Street crossing. By August he had completed plans for the 
bridge.27 The county took no action on it until a year later, when a second set of 
drawings was completed in April 1918. The later set included two versions of a graceful  

                                                 
25

 Ibid., 364.  
26

 Ibid., 365. 
27

 Santa Fe New Mexican, August 7, 1917, 3.  
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closed-ǎǇŀƴŘǊŜƭ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ŀǊŎƘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƴƎŜ рлΩ ǎǇŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƘŀǊƪŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
earlier 20th City Beautiful movement, and may have been too grand for the setting.  
 

The county took up the issue again in the summer of 1918, advertising for bids to 
build the bridge. At a special meeting on Saturday, July 18, 1918, the board postponed 
further action on the bridge until French could review the proposals. Because of an 
undisclosed reason, the county did not act upon the bids, and returned the surety 
money to the contractors in August.28  

 
The bridge did not come up again until the last meeting of the year, in which the 

outgoing members deferred the matter to the incoming Board of County Commissioners 
of 1919. The new board did not take up the Delgado Street Bridge in 1919, but instead 
directed their attention to a petition to build a bridge at Grant Street Bridge ς the Bridge 
of Hidalgos ς over Arroyo Mascaras, a petition that came with required 400 signatures.29 
Being situated on a designated state highway it was eligible for federal aid as it would 
benefit not only Santa Fe but also, as the boaǊŘ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ άƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇǊŜŎƛƴŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ώƻǘƘŜǊϐ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦέ30 But even with federal aid, which was 
ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άо Ƴƛƭƭǎέ ǘŀȄ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǇƭŜǘŜ ƛǘǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 
funds to build the Grant Street structure.31 With this competition for limited county 
money, and no chance of gaining federal, the Delgado Street crossing and other local 
bridges would have to wait again almost another ten years to be constructed.  

 
A Promise Fulfilled  
 
In the mid-1920s, the City of Santa Fe began a major improvement program of 
beautification and infrastructure development that have influence on building its 
delinquent bridges. The city had grown rapidly during the 1920s through migration and 
annexation, doubling in population from 1910 to 1930, and began to seek civic 
improvements that were part of any modern city. During the late 1920s, the city council 
introduced numerous new ordinances, including those instituting sanitation controls, 
building permits and parking regulations, for this purpose.32 The larger effort was to  

                                                 
28

 Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of County Commissioners, Journal No. 4, 1909-1921,ò 464. 
29

 Ibid, 521. 
30

 Ibid. 
31

 Ibid., 518. 
32

 City of Santa Fe, ñCity Council Minutes,ò 1924 to 1927, Reel 24.  
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develop modern infrastructure to facilitate growth and efficiency. This included an 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ άǘǊǳƴƪ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǿŜǊǎΣέ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ 
always, improving the river. These were financed through bond issues and special 
property assessments, many which were protested during city council meetings.33 The 
program included, as stated in the Santa Fe New MexicanΣ άŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 
bridges and the opening of the river drives which is such an attractive feature in every 
ŎƛǘȅΦέ34   

 
But while the council supported a Street and Bridge Committee, they were 

nearly powerless in regŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
authority over these crossings. At a city council meeting on January 13, 1927, the body 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŦƻƻǘōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǘ 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
attending the Canyon Road School who were obliged to cross the river several times a 
day, as well as to the taxpayers on Alameda and Delgado Streets and other streets in  
ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅΦέ35  
 

Delgado Street area residents sent a new petition to the Board of County 
Commissioners to finally make good on their promise to rebuild the bridge. At an August 
26, 1926, Board of County Commissioners meeting, Clarence J. Roberts, an attorney 
living at 116 Delgado Street, delivered a petition with the required 400 signatures to 
replace the bridge. (Another petition of 400 signatures was submitted that evening to 
rebuild the Palace Avenue Bridge).36 After consideration, the board approved $15,000 to 
build three bridges over the Santa Fe River, including the Delgado Street structure. The 
board believed the money could be raised with three $5,000 levies applied over three 
years, to a total of $15,000. With this blind confidence, it directed the state highway 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ άǘƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΦ37  
 

Four months later, the Board again took up the bridge replacement projects. 
They established that sufficient funds had been secured through the first levy to build 
one bridge ς the Palace Avenue span. They authorized the usual course of action in 
which the state highway department would advertise the project, supervise the letting  

                                                 
33

 Ibid. 
34

 Santa Fe New Mexican, October 17, 1927, n. pag.  
35

 City of Santa Fe, ñCity Council Minutes, January 13, 1927,ò Reel 24. 
36

 Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of County Commissioners No. 6, 1923-1926,ò 371.    
37
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of bids, and its construction.38 This represented the last action of the Board of County 
Commissioners of 1926. As in the past, they forwarded the Delgado Street Bridge issue 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  
 
 At the first meeting of the Board of County Commissioners on January 3, 1927, 
as the new commissioners were sworn in, Clarence J. Roberts (this time accompanied by 
George Mignardot, a prominent merchant, and William Rose, a deputy clerk for the U.S. 
Federal Court), reminded the board of their obligation. In response, the commissioners 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ 
June, they would include $10,000 in the annual budget for the bridge, continuing that 
ǘƘŜȅ άǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƭŜǾȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
power, if the budget allowance were improved, to construct the bridge at the earliest 
ǘƛƳŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ39  
 
 Limping along with the small levy funding inherited from the former board, the 
new commissioners, at their next meeting in February, authorized a special bridge fund. 
They had approached the president of the First National Bank of Santa Fe, who 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎέ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ƭƻŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀŎŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
Bridge.40 The Delgado Street Bridge still remained to be funded. Finally, with the loan 
program approved by the state comptroller, the Board of County Commissioners 
worked with the highway department to advertise bids for the now almost forgotten 
Delgado, Cañon and Hancock street bridges.  
 

At their August 9, 1927 meeting, the board considered a bid from the Levy 
Construction Company of Denver, the contractor for the Palace Avenue Bridge and a 
major bridge-building firm working throughout the Southwest. The firm proposed two 
bids. One was a unit price for each bridge, with the Delgado at $7,012.50, and a 
combined package of $17,047.50, which represented an approximately 9% savings on 
each structure.41  

 

 

                                                 
38

 Ibid., 410.  
39

 Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of County Commissioners No. 7, 1927-1929,ò 9.      
40

 Ibid., 18. 
41
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The board took no action on the proposal until October. In between then, arose a 
friction between the contractor and the highway department over the construction of 
the Palace Avenue Bridge. This tension became apparent at the October 11, 1927 Board 
of County Commissioners meeting, when the commissioners considered a revised bid 
from the contractor to build the Delgado Street Bridge.  

 
In a September 27, 1927 letter, J. M. Muier of the Levy Construction Company 

tried to explain the change order for the Palace Avenue Bridge, which would also apply 
to the Delgado Bridge. According to his explanation, state highway bridge engineer E. B. 
±ŀƴ ŘŜ DǊŜȅƴ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ άŎŀǎǘ ǎǘŜŜƭ ǊƻŎƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŘ ǇƭŀǘŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀŎŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
span, which increased the cost of the project by $190.95. The state engineerΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
arose from an issue of settlement at the abutments, which caused cracking in the Palace 
!ǾŜƴǳŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ōŜŀƳǎΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƭŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ άǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜέ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άL ŀƳ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ǘƻ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ42 In spite of his remonstration, the 
Board approved the bid for the Delgado Bridge τ $6,136.20 with $190.95 for the 
additional design recommended by the highway department.43  

 
Bridge Design 
 
Construction of the Delgado Street Bridge began in mid-October 1927. For the crossing, 
the contractor, with input from the highway department, selected a concrete deck-
girder design. Coming into general use in the 1920s, the reinforced deck-girder provided 
ŀƴ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ нр ǘƻ прΩ ǳƴǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎǇŀƴΦ  

 
Early concrete girders consisted simply of steel I-beams encased in concrete. This 

primitive reinforcement system was short-lived, as the concrete had a tendency to crack 
and peel away from the beams. With the introduction of reinforcing rods and stirrups, 
the deck-girder became a popular design for short and medium spans of crossings with  

 
 

                                                 
42

 Ibid, 154 and 155.  
43

 The Hancock Street Bridge once stood on what is today Sandoval Street. It was described as ñidenticalò to 
the Delgado Street Bridge. Like the Delgado span, its construction was much delayed, with petitioners 
having to remind the Santa Fe Board of Commissioners to make good on their promise at a September 8, 
1928 meeting, two years after they had submitted their petition. Santa Fe County, ñJournal of Board of 
County Commissioners No. 7, 1927-1929,ò 230.  
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sufficient stream clearance.44 Unlike the earlier bridges built over the river, the concrete 
girder permitted an unsupported span, free of a pier that could catch debris during 
flooding.  

 
The selected hand railing was a sturdy post-and-rail design. Signifying the urban 

ambition of the program, the posts and rails were enhanced with recessed stamped 
panels and chamfered edges. Following the aesthetic of urban bridges of the period, the 
railing continued beyond the deck, tracing the radii of the wingwalls to create a 
gateway-like approach.  

 
The bridge was finished by March 1928 at its original proposed cost of $6,130.45 

A photograph of the completed structure appeared in the March 1928 issue of the New 
Mexico Journal, under the banner ά{ŀƴǘŀ CŜ ƛǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ wŀǇƛŘƭȅ !ǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦέ46 After 
24 years of stubborn delay, the city received its substantial bridge at Delgado Street.  
 
Analysis of Historical Status 
 
Constructed in 1927-28, the Delgado Street Bridge is the oldest surviving vehicular span 
over the Santa Fe River. Its distinct railing is indicative of a City Beautiful appearance 
that Santa Fe sought in the 1920s, as it evolved from a provincial colonial town to a 
modern town. The bridge has experienced virtually no alteration. The Delgado Street  

 
Bridge was determined eligible for the National Register Historic Places in 1987, as part 
of a New Mexico Department of Transportation statewide bridge survey.47  
 

For these reasons, the Delgado Street Bridge meets the complete definition of a 
Contributing Structure, and is recommended for this status to the Downtown Eastside 
Historic District: 

 
 

                                                 
44

 John W Murphey, ñTexas Historic Bridge Inventory, Survey of Non-Truss Structures: 1900-1950,ò Austin: 
Texas Department of Transportation, 1999. 
45

 Santa Fe New Mexican, October 17, 1927, n. pag. 
46

 Advertisement, New Mexico Highway Journal, March 1928, 33.  
47

 Steven R. Rae, Joseph E. King, Donald R. Abbe, New Mexico Historic Bridge Survey, 1987, 52 
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ά! structure, located in a historic district, approximately fifty years old or older that 
helps to establish and maintain the character of that historic district.  Although a 
contributing structure is not unique in itself, it adds to the historic associations or 
historic architectural design qualities that are significant for a district. The contributing 
structure may have had minor alterationsΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦέ 
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Drawings 

Figure 1: Elevation and Girder Design, August, 2014 (Courtesy Graciela Tome) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2:  Deck and Railing Plan View, August, 2014(Courtesy Graciela Tome) 

1 
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Period Photographs 

 

Figure 3: Downstream, West, elevation, looking southeast, March 1928 (courtesy New 
Mexico State Archives, Sue Barton Collection) 
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Period Photographs 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Completed Bridge, south approach, looking north, March 1928 (courtesy New 
Mexico State Archives, Sue Barton Collection) 
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Figure 5: Bridge and street context, looking southeast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6: Upstream East, elevation and handrailing, looking northeast.  
 


